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regions (literally, "frontiers" = Jwdud) are like a mine (ma'dan) of Afghans,
and numbers of fugitives have also joined them, it is (our) intention to extirpate
these people.   Be not anxious for yourselves, but undertake the obligations of;
hospitality."1
Nasir Khan, the Subadar of Kabul and Peshawar, when faced with the
task of repelling the invaders, appealed to Delhi for money to pay his,
troops.    In the words of Anand Ram, Nasir Khan wrote to Delhi that :
" ... he himself was but a rose-bush withered by the blasts of autumn, while -
his soldiery were no more than a faded pageant, ill-provided and without spirit;
he begged that, of the five years' salary due to him, one year's salary might be paid,
that he might satisfy his creditors and have some little money at his command."2
This appeal fell upon deaf ears, and nothing was done to support Nasir
Khan.    According to  the historian  Ghulam  Husain,  Khan  Dauran,
the Amiru'l-Umara of the Mughal forces, was primarily to blame for the -
neglected state of the defences of the province of Kabul ; had he attended
to his duties, Nadir would not have wished to come to India or he would
not, at any rate, have had such facility in coming.8
When Nadir's army arrived within two stages of Kabul, a deputation,
consisting of the notables of the city, came out and made their sub- .
mission to him.    However, Sharza Khan, the commander of the citadel,
offered resistance, and held out until the end of June.4
On the 14th July, Nadir sent an envoy to Muhammad Khan with a long -
message complaining of his behaviour and stating that he (Nadir) had
come to Kabul with the sole object of punishing the Afghans ; the people
of Kabul having resisted him, he had been obliged to punish them.    He
concluded by expressing his friendship for the Emperor.5    The envoy •
left for Delhi in company with some notables of Kabul; when the party -
reached Jalalabad, they were stopped by the Governor and the envoy-
was slain ;  the Kabulis were, however, sent on to Peshawar.6
Since provisions were scarce at Kabul, Nadir took his army some •
forty miles northwards to the fertile district of Charikar, in the Kuhistan,
where food and fodder were to be had in abundance.7   After a halt of
twenty-two days in this district, the army left for Gandamak on the £th
September ;  on reaching that place, Nadir stormed the mountain fast- .
1 Shaikh Hazin (Persian text], p. 287.
1 Tadkkira, fol. 163 (b);   this passage has been published in Elliot and Dowson's History,
Vol. VIII, p. 71.
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•	Ibid., p. 194.   Shaikh Hazin states (pp. 288 and 289) that Nadir sent a trooper accompanied,
by ten horsemen on this errand.   At Jalalabad they were set upon by a mob and all but,
one were killed; the survivor managed to escape to Kabul
f Ibid., p. 194.   The town of Charikar stands on title site of Alexandria, which was founded
by Alexander the Great in the spring of 329 b.c.

